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connexion with the British was not, it must be
confessed, wholly disinterested. Having brought
about the alliance of 1798, the same influence ef-
fected the more close connexion of 1800, which
secured to us the aid of the Nizam's resources in
the approaching contest with the Mahrattas; but
this latter measure was rather yielded to the para-
mount influence of the minister, than adopted by
Nizam Ulee from personal conviction of its benefit
to his own interests; and, indeed, during the last
years of the reign of this prince, the ascendancy of
Azim ool Omra was so complete .as to enable him
to assume the entire direction of affairs at Hyder-
abad. Upon the death of Nizam Ulee, in 1803,
his eldest son, Meer Ukbur Ulee, who in his
father's lifetime had the title of Sekundurjah, suc-
ceeded to the musnud without opposition. For
this advantage, and for the subsequent acquisition
of Berar on the close of the Mahratta w$r, this
prince felt indebted to the course of measures
adopted by the ministers of his predecessor, and
particularly to the connexion sub3isting with the
British. Being of an indolent hafoit, and wnambi*
tious character, he was well content to leave the
conduct of affairs in the hands he found them.
The ascendancy of Azim ool Omra therefore con-
tinued till this minister's death in 1804. He was
by his relation, Meer Alum, who found
in drawing closer the ties